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1. New Arms-Cut Treaty Requires U.S. Senate Approval (03-29-2010)

By Merle David Kellerhals Jr.
Staff Writer

Washington — After President Obama and RussiandengsDmitry Medvedev sign a new arms-
reduction treaty in a Prague ceremony April 8,ttkaty will face scrutiny in the U.S. Senate and
Russian Duma for final approval.

No one expects the process to be brief or withoositderable debate. But while some in the Senate
are concerned about potential limitations on nmesdéfense, Obama administration officials are
confident that these concerns have been adequtéhgssed in the treaty. Officials have said the
planned U.S. missile defense network in Europgrigdd in scope and not intended to pose a threat
to Russia.

Senator Jon Kyl, a Republican from Arizona andagileg advocate of missile defense, told
reporters recently that there should be no linke/eéen reducing nuclear weapons and a planned
missile defense system for Eurofidne system is intended for use against roguessthit may use
the weapons as a threat against allies in Europe.

“I'm looking forward to working with the administtian, to evaluate it and discuss it with my
colleagues, deal with it when it comes before teedte, in a few months,” Kyl said in a press
conference March 26. Kyl and Senate Minority Ledddch McConnell, a Republican from
Kentucky, had sent a letter to the president satjiagit would be difficult to support the treafyti
included any limits on the missile defense system.
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Under Secretary of State Ellen Tauscher, who gaesible for arms control and international
security issues, said at a State Department bgidéfiarch 29 that “there is no limit on what the
United States can do with its missile defense syste

“There are no limits to our ability to put the padsadaptive approach forward and the other
systems that we have worked on in the past,” side sa

The new treaty is designed to replace the 1991egjitaArms Reduction Treaty (START I), which
expired in December 2009.

During aMarch 26 White House briefingecretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton saiel th
Senate has overwhelmingly approved arms contratig® it has considered most recently, and this
new treaty should have broad support among senators

The U.S. Constitution requires that for any treatpe ratified, it must be approved by at least a
two-thirds vote of the Senate — 67 of 100 senailine. process of approval is known as “advise
and consent.”

“We’re going to engage deeply and broadly withodAlthe members of the Senate. And we’re also
informing members of the [U.S. House of Represerds} as well,” Clinton said.

The Senate ratified the 1988 Intermediate Rangdddué&orces Treaty signed by President Ronald
Reagan and Soviet President Mikhail Gorbachev ®§-& vote. The Senate approved the 1991
START I signed by President George H.W. Bush anth&xhev by 93-6, and the 2002 Moscow
Treaty signed by President George W. Bush and Rus¥iesident Vladimir Putin by 95—0.

Defense Secretary Robert Gates told reportereaiite House briefing that during intensive,
yearlong talks with the Russian negotiating tedmatre have also been continuing consultations
with the Congress.

“Two of the areas that have been of concern irSidugate, among senators, are, are we protecting
our ability to go forward with missile defense, aaré we going to make the investment in our
nuclear infrastructure so that the [U.S.] stockpilkk remain reliable and safe,” Gates said. “ihtki
we have addressed the concerns that there maybleaweon the Hill [Capitol Hill, the location of
the U.S. Congress] and so | echo the sentimereafetary Clinton, that | think the prospects are
quite good.”

In announcing the treatfbama told reportetse is looking forward to working with Congress.
Earlier in the week, the president held an hourlongfing with Senate Foreign Relations
Committee Chairman John Kerry and Senator Richaght, the ranking Republican on the
committee, in the White House.

CONGRESSIONAL RESPONSE

The White House will send the signed treaty toSkeate where it will be sent to the Foreign
Relations Committee for hearings and a vote oniagritlon for full consideration by the Senate.

“As soon as the president sends the agreemeng t8ehate, we will appeal to all our colleagues to
set aside preconceptions and partisanship anddmortbie treaty on its merits,” Kerry said. “We
can’t squander this opportunity to reset both elatrons with Russia and our role as the world
leader on nuclear nonproliferation.”
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Lugar, who is considered one of the leading expertise Senate on nuclear arms control, said that
he is looking forward to “hearings and briefings floe Foreign Relations Committee so that we can
work quickly to achieve ratification of the newatg.”

“I commend the U.S. and Russian delegations fortheoof dedicated effort,” Lugar added.

In addition to missile defense, senators will bareiing the verification process, an essential
element of any arms control measure.

2. Obama Makes Surprise Visit to Afghanistan to Honor Troops (03-29-2010)

By Stephen Kaufman
Staff Writer

Washington — President Obama made his first trigfghanistan as commander in chief March
28, using his surprise visit to honor U.S., Afglzamd international troops and to meet with Afghan
President Hamid Karzai to discuss anti-corruptiffores, energy and agricultural production and
other civilian issues.

“I know this was on a little bit of short notic&dbama told troops from the International Security
Assistance Force for Afghanistan (ISAF) and theh@&ig National Army in remarks Bagram
Airfield March 28 To the American forces the president said, “l twaou to understand, there’s no
visit that | considered more important than thtWm making right now because | have no
greater honor than serving as your commander if.Chi

Afghan and coalition forces are working togethetdisrupt and dismantle, defeat and destroy al-
Qaida and its extremist allies” like the Talibame,daid, with the objectives of denying al-Qaidasaf
haven in the country and reversing the Taliban’sn@atum.

“If this region slides backwards, if the Talibanalees this country and al-Qaida can operate with
impunity, then more American lives will be at stakbe Afghan people will lose their chance at
progress and prosperity. And the world will be #gigantly less secure,” Obama said.

“We’re going to strengthen the capacity of Afghaawity forces and the Afghan government so
that they can begin taking responsibility and gainfidence of the Afghan people,” he said.

The president told the troops that he understoen #acrifices and the ordeal of time spent away
from loved ones. “If | thought for a minute that &nrca’s vital interests were not served, were not
at stake here in Afghanistan, | would order alyofi home right away,” he said.

Saluting members of the Afghan National Army, Obarased their willingness to protect their
country and their increasing ability to take respbility for Afghanistan’s security. He also
thanked ISAF soldiers from other countries, saygh@Qaida and its extremist allies threaten people
around the world.

“We’re so proud to have our coalition partners heité us,” he said. “Thank you very much for the
great work that you do. We salute you and we hgoarfor all the sacrifices you make, and you
are a true friend of the United States of America.”
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This is a fight that matters, the president sadd-Qaida and the violent extremists who you're
fighting against want to destroy. But all of yourw#o build,” he said, and see “dignity in every
human being.”

Extremists “want to drive races and regions anigimls apart. You want to bring people together
and see the world move forward together,” Obama $&hey offer fear, in other words, and you
offer hope.”

Before meeting with military personnel, the presideeld talks with President Karzai in Kabul.
After their talks,Obama said‘l want to send a strong message that the pattigebetween the
United States and Afghanistan is going to contihue.

“All of us are interested in a day when Afghanisigigoing to be able to provide for its own
security but continue a long-term strategic paghigrwith the United States,” Obama said.

Along with more progress on joint military actias, the president said he wanted to see continued
improvement in civilian areas such as “agricultymaiduction, energy production, good
governance, rule of law, anti-corruption effort§iiat will increase Afghanistan’s prosperity,
security and independence, he said.

White House press secretary Robert Gibbs told temotraveling with the president March 28 that
Obama invited Karzai for further talks in Washingtday 12.

A senior administration official who asked not ®ildentified said Obama and Karzai discussed
Afghan governance issues during their meetingushaly the need for merit-based appointments of
Afghan officials and efforts against corruption.

Since Obama and Karzai last spoke by videoconferbtarch 15, the official said, the United
States has seen improvements in local governarteharcreation of more credible national
institutions, as well as action against corruption.

National Security Advisor General Jim Jones tofubréers that President Karzai “needs to be
seized with how important” the problem of corruptis in Afghanistan.

3. New Treaty Reduces U.S., Russian Nuclear Arsenals (03-26-2010)

By Merle David Kellerhals Jr.
Staff Writer

Washington — President Obama and Russian Prediaeiity Medvedev finalized a landmark
agreement that will cut the number of deployed eaciveapons by 30 percent.

Obama and Medvedev completed the new Strategic Radsiction Treaty, which had been in
negotiation for almost a year, with a telephoné Malrch 26.

“I'm pleased to announce that after a year of iséemegotiations, the United States and Russia have
agreed to the most comprehensive arms control agretein nearly two decades)bama saicfter
talking with Medvedev.
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“Since taking office, one of my highest prioritieas been addressing the threat posed by nuclear
weapons to the American people. And that's whyt, Agmil in Prague, | stated America’s intention
to pursue the peace and security of a world witinotear weapons, a goal that's been embraced
by presidents like John F. Kennedy and Ronald Reat#e president said.

Obama and Medvedev agreed to meet in Prague oh8\arisign the treaty. It would replace the
1991 Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty (START) agreeoly the United States and the former
Soviet Union, and also the 2002 Moscow Treaty.

“Broadly speaking, the new START treaty makes peegtin several areas,” Obama said. “It cuts
by about a third the nuclear weapons that the dritates and Russia will deploy. It significantly
reduces missiles and launchers. It puts in plateoag and effective verification regime. And it
maintains the flexibility that we need to protentiaadvance our national security and to guarantee
our unwavering commitment to the security of olieal”

“With this agreement, the United States and Russihe two largest nuclear powers in the world
— also send a clear signal that we intend to le@thdma said. “By upholding our own
commitments under the Nuclear Non-Proliferationafyewe strengthen our global efforts to stop
the spread of these weapons, and [help] to ensat@ther nations meet their own responsibilities.”

The agreement limits the countries to 1,550 nuckeaheads, which is 30 percent lower than the
limit of the Moscow Treaty, which had set it at@2varheads. The treaty also limits both nations
to 800 deployed and nondeployed intercontinentdisba missile (ICBM) launchers, submarine-
launched ballistic missile (SLBM) launchers, and\hebombers equipped for nuclear armaments.

The treaty has a separate limit of 700 deployedMEBSLBMs, and heavy bombers equipped for
nuclear armaments.

The treaty’s formal title is the “Treaty Betweem tnited States of America and the Russian
Federation on Measures to Further Reduction andtafion of Strategic Offensive Arms.” It is
commonly known as the New START Treaty. It lasts/@8rs and has a provision for a five-year
extension.

TheWhite House saithis was the 14th direct meeting or telephone @@mice between Obama
and Medvedev on the treaty and it represents “Bt&red commitment to ‘reset’ U.S.-Russia
relations.” Obama had made improving relations Witlssia a major foreign policy objective of his
administration, arguing that the Cold War of théh2€entury is over and that the two superpowers
are partners in the world.

The treaty includes a verification regime that wilbw each side to monitor all aspects of the
treaty. “At the same time, the inspections and otleeification procedures in this treaty will be
simpler and less costly to implement than the AIART treaty,” the White House said.

“The treaty does not contain any constraints otinigsdevelopment or deployment of current or
planned U.S. missile-defense programs or curreptasmed United States long-range conventional
strike capabilities,” the White House said.

SENATE AND DUMA APPROVAL

Senate Foreign Relations Committee Chairman Johrykead Senator Richard Lugar, the ranking
Republican on the committee, met with Obama anadivssers for about an hour March 24 at the
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White House and received a full briefing on thettyeand the support needed to win approval in the
U.S. Senate, which requires a two-thirds majority.

The treaty also has to be approved by the Russiemalbefore becoming law.

“A well-designed treaty will send an important meeps to the rest of the world that America is
prepared to lead efforts with key stakeholdersthuce the threat of nuclear weapons,” Kerry said
after the meeting with Obama. “Once the treatyitsdssociated documents are completed and
submitted to the Senate, Senator Lugar and | lookdrd to holding hearings and giving the treaty
immediate and careful attention.”

PRAGUE VISION
On April 5, 2009, Obama announcecdhimajor speech at Hradcany Square in Prégaiche

envisioned a nuclear-free world and would make cadunuclear weapons a signature piece of his
foreign policy agenda.

“Today, | state clearly and with conviction Amergcaommitment to seek the peace and security of
a world without nuclear weapons,” Obama told thegle audience. “I'm not naive. This goal will
not be reached quickly — perhaps not in my lifetim&vill take patience and persistence. But now
we, too, must ignore the voices who tell us thatwlorld cannot change.”

The United States is hosting a Global Nuclear Sumpiiil 12—-13 in Washington to promote a
worldwide discussion on ways to control nuclear pgaes and to begin the effort to reduce them.

“Such actions invigorate our mutual efforts to sg#hen the international nonproliferation regime

and convince other countries to help curb proliferg” the White House announcement said.

Obama on New Arms Control Treaty with Russia
U.S., Russia reach deal on cutting number of nueleapons

Obama’s Call with Russian President Medvedev onBTA
New treaty limits warheads, missiles and bombers

4. START Reflects U.S. Intent to Create Nuclear-Free World (03-26-2010)

By Stephen Kaufman
Staff Writer

Washington — The landmark agreement between Rassidghe United States to reduce their
nuclear-weapon stockpiles by 30 percent marks ardoment by the Obama administration to its
long-term goal of eliminating nuclear weapons, 8&uy of State Hillary Rodham Clinton says.

Speaking at the White House March 26 with Secrataiyefense Robert Gates, Chairman of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff Admiral Mike Mullen and Und8ecretary of State for Arms Control Ellen
TauscherClinton saidthe steps the Obama administration is takingdace the number of nuclear
weapons, stop nuclear proliferation and advancéeausecurity around the world mark “a very
clear statement of intent” to follow through onvtsion of a world without nuclear weapons.
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The newStrategic Arms Reduction Treaf@ TART) that President Obama and Russian President
Dmitry Medvedev will sign in Prague April 8 demorages that “the Cold War really is behind us,
and these massive nuclear arsenals that both aoountries maintained as part of deterrence no
longer have to be so big,” she said.

The new treaty is the first comprehensive deakthuce nuclear arms since its predecessor was
signed by the two former Cold War rivals in July919

“We do not need such large arsenals to protechation and our allies against the two greatest
dangers we face today, nuclear proliferation amditism,” Clinton said.

The treaty “shows the world, particularly statée liran and North Korea, that one of our top
priorities is to strengthen the global nonproliteya regime and keep nuclear materials out of the
wrong hands,” and demonstrates the U.S. commitfeemrogress toward disarmament under the
Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT), she said.

President Obama has invited one of the largesegatys of international leaders since the end of
World War 1l to Washington April 12—13 to discusgyenting rogue regimes and violent
extremists from obtaining nuclear materials, anth ke United States and Russia “come with
more credibility” because of the treaty, Clintomdsa

In May, the international community will also gathe New York for the NPT Review Conference,
which Clinton said will discuss how to bring thectear nonproliferation regime “into the 21st
century, when we know unfortunately that terrogisiups are seeking nuclear weapons.”

As the United States and Russia “uphold our comenitisiand strengthen the NPT, we can hold
others accountable to do the same,” Clinton said.

“I'm going to reaffirm our commitment to convincirgguntries that the path of nonproliferation, of
lowering the temperature when it comes to nuclesapens, which we are doing with this treaty, is
the path they want to be on,” she said.

Secretary Gates said having a nuclear arsenall iastimportant pillar of the U.S. defense
posture” as both a deterrent to potential adversand to provide reassurance to “more than two
dozen allies and partners who rely on our nuclearella for their security.” But “it is clear that
we can accomplish these goals with fewer nucleapaes.”

“The journey we have taken, from being one misstepy from mutual assured destruction to the
substantial arms reductions of this new agreenetgstimony to just how much the world has
changed, and all of the opportunities we still heovenake our planet safer and more secure,” he
said.

“I don’t think anybody expects us to come anywhdose to zero nuclear weapons any time soon,”
Gates said, but the new treaty and efforts to obfissile material and strengthen the NPT “are
concrete steps to move in that direction.”

White House Briefing on New START Treaty
Clinton, Gates, Admiral Mullen speak on nuclear aantrol agreement
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5. U.S. and Russia would reduce strategic nuclear arms within seven years (03-26-

2010)
Key Facts About New START Treaty

THE WHITE HOUSE
Office of the Press Secretary
March 25, 2010

Key Facts about the New START Treaty

Treaty Structure: The New START Treaty is orgadizethree tiers of increasing level of detail.
The first tier is the Treaty text itself. The seddier consists of a Protocol to the Treaty, which
contains additional rights and obligations assedatith Treaty provisions. The basic rights and
obligations are contained in these two documentee third tier consists of Technical Annexes to
the Protocol. All three tiers will be legally bimg. The Protocol and Annexes will be integral
parts of the Treaty and thus submitted to the Befate for its advice and consent to ratification.

Strategic Offensive Reductions: Under the Trethty,U.S. and Russia will be limited to
significantly fewer strategic arms within sevenngeiaom the date the Treaty enters into force.
Each Party has the flexibility to determine foelfghe structure of its strategic forces withie th
aggregate limits of the Treaty. These limits aasdal on a rigorous analysis conducted by
Department of Defense planners in support of tH®20uclear Posture Review.

Aggregate limits:

1,550 warheads. Warheads on deployed ICBMs andykp SLBMs count toward this limit
and each deployed heavy bomber equipped for nuatezaments counts as one warhead
toward this limit.

This limit is 74% lower than the limit of the 198TART Treaty and 30% lower than the
deployed strategic warhead limit of the 2002 Mosdueaty.

A combined limit of 800 deployed and non-deploy€®8M launchers, SLBM launchers, and
heavy bombers equipped for nuclear armaments.

A separate limit of 700 deployed ICBMs, deploye®B#§1s, and deployed heavy bombers
equipped for nuclear armaments.

This limit is less than half the correspondingtsigéc nuclear delivery vehicle limit of the
START Treaty.

Verification and Transparency: The Treaty hasrdigation regime that combines the appropriate
elements of the 1991 START Treaty with new elemaitsred to the limitations of the Treaty.
Measures under the Treaty include on-site inspestmd exhibitions, data exchanges and
notifications related to strategic offensive armd &acilities covered by the Treaty, and provisions
to facilitate the use of national technical meandfeaty monitoring. To increase confidence and
transparency, the Treaty also provides for the axgh of telemetry.

Treaty Terms: The Treaty’s duration will be terasge unless superseded by a subsequent
agreement. The Parties may agree to extend #ayTior a period of no more than five years.
The Treaty includes a withdrawal clause that inddad in arms control agreements. The 2002
Moscow Treaty terminates upon entry into forcehaf New START Treaty. The U.S. Senate and
the Russian legislature must approve the Treatyrbef can enter into force.
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No Constraints on Missile Defense and Conventi@take: The Treaty does not contain any
constraints on testing, development or deployméntioent or planned U.S. missile defense
programs or current or planned United States l@mgie conventional strike capabilities.
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